Wealth in the \3$\ng
But social services are neither charities nor punish-
ments. They are services of a whole community
provided by the co-operation of a whole community'
exactly as we have now come to regard water-supply*
The policy suggested here, therefore, should derive
motive force from a conception of the community
which would be created by the use of wealth in a new
way. It must be generally and enthusiastically felt
that every member of the community gains if there
are no slums in a city or no insanitary hovels in rural
areas, and if the streets in poorer quarters are nobler
than any in the rich quarters to-day. But even as a
physical object the city is not "felt" as a whole. Each
man tends to regard his own dwelling as his "interest,"
surrounded by thousands of other dwellings regarded
as unconnected units. Even "street architecture"
has disappeared. Town-planning seems to be confined
to putting little boxes at various angles, and planting
trees between them. No public buildings, no common
meeting-places are in the plan. Indeed, the new housing
areas are merely sleeping-boxes arranged in rows,
with no unity of their own and no place for a
life in common. In some such areas community
centres have been created by the residents to supply
their own need for common enjoyment or interest;
but no public policy has yet expressed the unity
of all the citizens in any city-area in their ways
of living.
Similarly, in the krger community called the nation,
although economists use an abstraction called "the